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Railroad right-of-way at
ground zero of land use fight

Initiative
would force
city to keep

22-acre
property as
open space

The initiative prooess:: apow-
erful tool i 4 democracy, an op-
portunity for citizens to l.ukc Bov-

ernment into their own hands. But
it's not written in accordance

h legal precedents, an
tive can start a landslide of law-
suits and unintended conse-
quences.

Alamedan Jean Sweeney has
begun an initiative calling for the
Beltline Railroad Yard property
on the island’s northside to be re-
zoned as open space. The public
notice of the initiative appears in
Feb. 26 newspapers, starting the

y period for signature col-
lection.

The current zoning of the for-
mer railroad yard is varied and
unclear. Parts of the property are
in redevelopment areas and are
zoned for mixed use and public
facilities. The zoning of redevel-
‘opment areas may not be changed
by initiative. Angther picce of the

i y
Public and pnvale park lands

miniature golf complexes and wa-
Any structure is subject

Further complicating the pic-
ture, the property has been on the
market for about six months. An
offer in excess of $15 million was
made carlier this month by Sun
Country Developers of Pleasan-
ton, but as of Journal press time,
the sale had not been finalized.

The 22-acre parcel is located
south of Marina Village, and is
bound by Atlantic Avenue and
Sherman Street on the north and
cast. The southern boundary of
the property is defined by rear
property lines on Eagle Avenue,
The Beltline property narrows at
its western end, and has a short
frontage on Constitution Way.

“T am just a small fish in the
pond, trying to hold onto a won-
derful asse eeney said. "I
see this as a city-wide treasure,
similar to Central Park or Golden
Gate Park, a resplte from the
pressures of life.”

When Sweeney started her
project, she talked about park and
open space on the Beltline. The
land is graded for railroads; some
of the tracks remain, as do the
vestiges of buildings. There may
be some toxic hot spots on the
site, which could be a deterrent to
development of housing or open
parkland, she said.

Having subsequently learned
of the law regarding zoning
changes in z0nes,

meda Jo

as open space. The land is currently in escrow with a private buyer.

openings.

“The mayor doesn't want
schools and a park,” she said
“They don't make money for the

“I think any initiative that
freezes the Beltline property at
100 percent open space is a bit
premature,” said Vice Mayor
Tony Daysog. “There hasn't been

Sweeney has changed her vision
to a combination school and park
on the Beltline site. She is con-
cerned about young students
moving into developments at the
former Weyerhacuser property
at Buena Vista Avenue and Hib-
bard Street and on the Bruzzone
property in the 400 block of
Buena Vista Avenue.

She said that Longfellow Ele-
mentary School is full and Haight
Elementary School has enly 12

any dialog on this
issue, and given that we're revis-
ing our gencral plan right now,
there are a lot of steps that are

being skipped
“The idea of maintaining open
space is excellent, but does it
have tobe 100 percent of the Belt-
line property?” Daysog said. “I
am seriously considering coming
out with my own initiative that
would preserve no more than one-
third of Beltline as open space
see BELTLINE, page A3

‘I am just a small tish in the pond, trying to hold

onto a wonderfu! asset, I see this as a city-wide

treasure, similar to Central Park or Golden Gate
Park, a respite from the pressures of life.’

— JEAN SWEENEY

‘I think any initiative that freezes the Beltline
property at 100 percent open space is a bit
premature, There hasn’t been any community
dialog on this issue, and given that we're revising
our general plan right now, there are a lot of
steps that are being skipped.’
— VICE MAYOR TONY DAYSOG

Photo by Kathy Baker
Alamedan Jean Sweeney walks along the railroad tracks of the former Beltline Railroad Yard
on the island’s northside. Her initiative would force the city to designate most of the property
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Nadey guilty
of murdering
minister’s wife

Peter Hegarty
f o

been found guilty of sexually
assaulting and murdering Tere-
na Fermenick inside a Santa
Clara Avenue church rectory
three years ago.

Family members from both
sides of the tragedy wept quiet-
ly when the jury found Nadey
guilty Feb. 23 in Alameda
County Superior Court.

2-year-old former car-
pet cleaner could face the
death penalty. Proceedings to
determine his fate are sched-
uled to begin this week.

Fermenick's husband, Don,
cried when the verdict was
given as he sat clutching the
hand of his new bride.

His father, Mark Fermenick
of Pleasanton, placed a hand on
his son's shoulder, while other
friends and relatives cried and
held each other.

“I'm overwhelmed right
now,” Don Fermenick said
“Obviously, nobody's a winner.
Everybody's a loser in a thing
like this.”

Nadey appeared calm but
dropped his head as the verdict
was read. He signaled his
mother an OK hand signal as
bailiffs led him out of the
courtroom.

“I believe in my heart he's
innocent,” Mary Nadey said

While she sat sobbing inside
the courtroom in the arms of a
friend, some of Fermenick's
relatives placed a nmpalhcn-.

hand on her shoulder. tory when Torena wes mur.
are permitted o nﬂm: “1 feel for Mr“ said Don dc?ed .
zones, as are facili Fermenick’s  grandmother, On the afternoon of her

Dixie Hudson, who was never-
theless relieved with the ver-

—_—
Giles Alber( Nadey Jr. h

e —
Giles Albert Nadey Jr. at
his arraignment in Alame-
da Municipal Court on
murder charges in 1993

dict. “I feel justice was done.

Superior Court Judge Al
fred Delucchi admonished the
six-man, six-woman jury from
discussing the case until after
the penalty proceeding: are
completed

Fermenick’s body was
found by her husband on Jan
18, 1996, inside the rectory of
the Church of Christ on Santa
Clara Avenue.

Don Fermenick had been
set to succeed his late grandfa.
ther as pastor of the congrega-
tion and the couple were
preparing to move into the rec-

killing, Terena Fermenick had
see VERDICT, page A4

City’s homeless
shelter given notice

Navy says its

Clement Ave.

reserve center needs the space

By Susan Fuller

‘Shocked" 1s the city-wide re
action to the Navy's letter termi-
nating the license to use property
occupied by the Midway Shelter.

Differing memories of year-
old conversations are at the crux
of the misunderstandings.

“Community Development has
been going on the assumption that
the Navy's letter last year (ac-
companying the one-year license)
said the :n) had a two- to four-
e frame,” said Public
Works Director Matt Naclerio
“We were mmkmg xh.al we had at
least one (more) y

The shelter uccupies land that
is part of the Naval & Marine
Corps Reserve Center on Clement
Avenue.

Capt. Sreten Zivovic, com-
manding officer uf me Reserve
Unit,

were not real happy about it.”

e Feb. 17 letter from the
Navy said that the Reserve Cen-
ter Staff asked for the space. The
current license expires July 31,

Acting chair of the Alameda
Homeless Network, the
Larry Schulz leaped into action,
seeking intervention from U.S
Sen. Dianne Feinstein and Sen.
Barbara Boxer, Congresswoman
Barbara Lee, state Sen. Don Pera-
ta and County Supervisor Wilma
Chan.

“This action ... creates a
crisis in providing a broa:

cf
letter said. He forwarded to the
public officials a copy of the
Navy's letter as well

Zivovic takes full responsibili-
ty for the decision to pull the k-
cense

“I have Navy people right now

with Mayor mnph Appezzato,
Chief of Police Burny Matthews
and other city staff about the fu-
ture of the Midway license. The
conversation took place at the
shelter, with nothing put in writ-
ing.

The city “wanted two to four
years,” said Zivovic. “I said ‘No
I'm giving you 14 months.' They

space al the old NAS
from MARAD under a five-year
lease (which is) expiring this
year,” he said. “Our people are on
a sublease agreement to share
space. They're complaining that
they have to move equipment,
that there is a lot of wasted time
rearranging the space they work
in"

see MIDWAY, page A4

Inside | Board gives monthly antiques fair a green light to grow

Ao DI Osmum  C6 By ‘Hegart the Planning Board has determined Before the vote, however, some critics 100 years old, while collectibles must be 20
Cupa B FoucrReem A3 w-““.‘.q egarty By finding the promoters have met the ophone to claim that  years or older:

X i E = » i under their lease agreement failed to enforce the At some booths during the fairs — so
Cossmen BT RewBmm €1 Antiques by the Bay, the event at With the city, the board clears the way for most significant condition of the lease — far, five have been held — newer items
Comaxry Bl Ruoox A% | Alameda Point that some residents feared the number of booths at the event to in-  namely, that the overwhelming majority of  were being offered, such as books, toys and

would become a swap meet, has turned out ~ crease to 1.0 items being sold must be cither antiquesor  lunchboxes, critics pointed out
to be just what its promoters have always The board’s finding on Feb. 22 was collectibles. But after hstening 1o their comments,
claimed — an antiques and collectibles fair, unanimous. Antiques are defined as being at least see ANTIQUES, page A4
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and allow development on the
other two-thirds, to give Alameda
residents a choice in this matter."

The current general plan calls
for “a spine of open space 75 to
100 feet wide against the southern
boundary of Marina Village,” ac-
cording to Planning Director Co-
lette Meunier.

The property is 300 to 400 feet
wide, according to Sweeney.

“The only part of the city that
falls into state standards for
parks is Harbor Bay Isle,” said
Councilwoman Barbara Kerr.
“The East End approaches the
standards, the West End and
northern side are seriously un-
derparked.”

“1 don't have an opinion on (the
initiative as opposed to going
through the legislative process),”
Kerr said. “The initiative process
is part of the legal system. A citi-
zén has the right to start it. Send-
ing (an issue) to the people is a
healthy process. Some of my col-
leagues seem to be terrified of the
people, but it's their govern-
ment."

The initiative “is the process
that’s used in California when
people are unhappy with the gov-
ernment, or want to get some-
thing done," Kerr said.

N City doesn't have the money

Sweeney acknowledges that
the city doesn't have the funds to
purchase the land. “But not to de-
spair,” her writing about the ini-
tiative states. “Public works was
able (to) put together a $5 million
package to create the park along
Main Street.”

Her writing continues, “My lit-
tle foray into the area on the In-
ternet tells me that there is
muoney there. The city just hired
two new grant writers."

Outside funding may not be as
easy to come by as Sweeney im-
plies.

The $5.2 million raised by pub-
lic works was a combination of
five grant funds, which took 2 1/2
to 3 years of “extraordinary ef-
fort,” according to Deputy Public
Works Director Cheri Sheets.

More than half of the funds
were designated for the underly-
ing pump station to eliminate the

chronic flooding of Main Street,
not for the park. Because the
project qualified as base conver-
sion and improved access to the
ferry terminal, it had “an eligibil-
ity that most pieces of property
wouldn't have,” Sheets said.

Funds for purchasing the park
came from the federal trans-
portation enhancement fund, “to
make (a project) more and bet-
ter,” Sheets said. The city re-
ceived a $100,000 grant because
the bicycle path will connect to
the Bay Trail.

Sweeney also points to the Na-
ture Conservancy as a possible
source of aid.

The organization is the nation-
al leader in the protection of land.
It identifies land for protection

on the relative rarity of
plant and animal species, and
:dtlether or not they are protect-

The Nature Conservancy
works only with willing sellers
and donors, according to their
website. Much of the conservan-
cy's acquisition is accomplished
through methods other than out-
right purchase: gifts, exchanges,
conservation easement or man-
agement agreements.

The availability of govern-
ment grant funds for property ac-
quisition depends on location, ac-
cording to Susan Williams, grant
specialist with the East Bay Re-
gional Park District. A shoreline
location, wetlands or the presence
of an endangered species are
pluses, she said.

The difficulty is becoming a
priority of the agency, Williams
said. It takes a dedicated group of
people with knowledge and perse-
verance to push through a bu-
reaucracy to get funding. Corpo-
rations are more interested in
funding environmental education
and social programs than land ac-
quisition, she said.

Sweeny wrote that the city has
recently hired two grant writers,
with no responsibilities specified
in her letter.

“To the best of my knowledge,
we haven't hired any grant writ-
ers,” said city Personnel Director
Elizebeth Kingsley.

B What the initiative costs

1f 10 percent of registered vot-
€rs sign an initiative, it will ap-
pear on the ballot in the next gen-
eral election, in this case Novem-
ber 2000.

If 15 percent of registered vot-
ers sign, a special election will be
called.

The cost of placing an initia-
tive on the ballot in a regular elec-
tion is $6,000 to $10,000, estimates
City Clerk Diane Felsch.

A special election presents a
significant cost which is borne by
the city. Felsch said that the
Alameda County Registrar of Vot-
ers' current estimate of cost is §2
to $3 per voter. Alameda has
38,000 registered voters, so a spe-
cial election could cost the city
$76,000 to $114,000.

Although there are questions
about the legality of the initiative,
the city cannot refuse to put it on
the ballot. The initiative cannot
force the city to purchase the
land.

If the initiative is adopted, the
property owner could sue, nam-
ing the city as a defendant, ac-
cording to city officials.

Journal

thefts.

“It all really hit me," he said.

Self ended up collecting $260,
far more than was needed to pur-
chase the same type of bicycle, es-
pecially since Alameda Bicycle on
Park Street gave him a discount.

The approximately $50 left-
over will be donated to the anti-
drug campaign DARE, or a simi-
lar group, Self said.

He brought the bicycle —
placed carefully in the trunk of his
patrol car — over to Jose's Park
Avenue apartment Feb. 19.

*“This is a gift to you from the
Alameda police,” Self told Jose

40% to 70%
Off
Suggested
Retail Prices

Don't Put
after he had ridden the bicycle for RCTTETUVERE AT
the first time. On The Line.

The gift came with conditions, a
however. The bicycle must be li-
censed and Jose must ride with a
helmet, Self said.

“Excuse me, son, what do you
say?” Ann Villarreal asked.

“Thank you. Thank you,” Jose
said, before hopping off the bicy-
cle and wrapping his arms around
the police officer.

“It's what makes the world go

Get Prenatal Care Eazly.
Call 1-800-311-2229
(confidential).

Take Care Of Yoursell
8o You Can Take Care OF Your Baby.

‘round,” his mother said about the P

kindness of Self and his fellow of- {

ficers. “Il's what makes it go A PYRSN
round in a beautiful cycle.” N bty
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