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Adoptable animals A pair of pleasant dogs [AS]

Community Take an extra light tour [C1]

By Peter Hegarty
STAMY WEITER

His beard was white and his
belly jiggied, but something was-
lﬁ.‘\'“ﬁj“ e he glasses balanced

justing 1

ache, Santa
whispered a confession: ng
the red suit while sitting under a
spotlight on Thompson Avenue,
he was hol — roasting, in fact.

“This is not North Pole
weather,” Santa said, nodding with
all the wisdom of the ages. “Defi-
nitely mnot. It’s California. What
‘was | thinking?”

Twins Ryan and Tyler were first
up on his lap. Soon after came
Martha and John, followed by

A few moments with the
big guy

‘would like to sit on his lap, “1 think
1 would rather stand. I'm feeling
about three-quarters shy fght
now.”

Instead, she stood holding her
mother’s hand and caref out-
lined what she wanted for Christ-

mas.

“Now, tell me,” Santa asked
each child who came 1o meet him.
“Have you been very good this

year, or just good?”
Most declared they had been
very good, but a confessed

A they had mostly been OK.
Raelynne made a list of what
she wanted. It included a wish that

KATHEY
Abel Valdivia, 4, has a moment with Santa.

Kaya and Miguel and BJ. and Adrienne  back 1o Santa, and buried his face be-  everybody in the world would have a
and Samantha and a caravan of others.
Zachary was so shy he stood with his

hind two fists as his mother snapped pho-

tos. He never said a word. See BIG GUY, Page Al6

Out of the dark: The meaning
behind lighting the holidays

Voters to
decide Belt

use in 2002

By Susan Fuller
STAFF WRITER

In two years, island voters will decide
whether to change the zoning of the un-
used Belt Line rail yard to open space,

Calling it irresponsible to make the
zoning change immediately, the City
Couneil voted 4-0 in favor of the only
other choice open to them: put the ini-
tiative on the November 2002 ballot
Councilwoman Barbara Kerr recused her-
self because she lives near the property.
‘The eouncil met on Dec. 19,

“I think it would be unfair, as tempt-
ing as open space s, to adopt the initia-
tive as an ordinance and not let the vot-
ers speak,” said Councilwoman Beverly
Johnson.

Last month, when the initiative first
was presented, the council requested a
repart on the effects of the rezoning.

Rezoning would cost the city $766,000
annually, $313,000 in initial real estate
transfer taxes and undetermined sums
from land sale proceeds and property
taxes, according to the report. The ac-
tion would also interfere with the city's
ability to comply with the Association of
Bay Area Governments” housing man-
date, and would require amending the
Gener:l;;inn and Housing Element. It
would also jeopardize a developer’s com-
mitment to funding for the Northern Wa-
terfront fic Plan.

All public speakers at the council
meeting, with the exception of an attor-
néy for Alameda Belt Line, asked for im-
mediate rezoning.

The report has *no accounting for cost

See BALLOT, Page A16

City

shaves 40

Lineland | feet from

new height

l. . I
By Susan Fuller
STAFF WRITER

Compromising between preserva-
tionists and downtown businesses and
property owners, the City Council unan-
imously approved a new community com-
mercial zoning designation with a 60-foot
height limit for Park Street commercial
buildings.

The council also approved the con-
troversial jog in the line between areas
that permit and ban auto-related uses just
off Webster Street. The vote io include
the building at the southwest comer of
Pacific Avenue and Webster Streei that
Sam Koka plans to use for a garage was
3-2, with Council Members Barbara Kerr
and Tony Daysog dissenting

Buildings 100 feet tall were allowed
on Park Street in the zoning ordinance’s
first reading on Dec. 5

Historic preservationists objected. The
Alameda Architectural Preservation So-
ciety board was willing o support a max-
imum height of 50 feet, said Christopher
Buckley. He cited several retail districts,
including College and Piedmont avenues
in Oakland and Main Street in Walnut
Creek, with height limits between 35 and
50 feet.

Judith Lynch showed computer-mod-
ified photographs of what the Masonic
Hall, at the corner of Alameda Avenue
and Park Street, and other historic build-

See HEIGHT, Page A16

STAFY REPOKIS

The Alameda County supervisors
unani selected Alice Lai-Bitker 1o
assume the séat vacated by Wilma Chan
after her November election to the state
Assembly.

Lai-Bitker, an Alameda resident, has
been an assistant to former board pres-
ident Chan for the past six years.

The new supervisor said she was sur-
prised by the honor.

“To be honest 1 didn't really think

Alamedan to
succeed Chan as
county supervisor

POp

and we have
a particular
amount  of
peaple whao
are low-in-
come,” Lai-
Bitker said
after  the
meeting. “I
would like to
be able to




tell the elves to work overtime to fill
all the orders.”

Despite admitting that he felt more
than a little toasty, Santa also said that
he felt right at home in the 3200 block
of he has afix-
ture of the street's Christmas Tree Lane
for more than 50 years, glanced
“If I visit your house on Christmas  weird,” she said to herself.
Ball t lines on Eagle Avenue.
(0} More than 10 percent of
Alameda’s registered voters signed
FROM PAGE Al the petition to rezone the former rail

of services (to a new housing devel-
opment), lost park land, increused
traffie and diminution of air quality,”
said Jean Sweeney, who started the
initiative petition.

“Threats of lawsuits for loss of

ible revenue is the most ridicu-

ous thing I've ever heard,” said
Al 'im Englert, the most out-
spoken open space advocate.
people don’t own the land but are
numgl they do. Stand up to these

'l‘kle ownership issue ought to be
resolved before a zoning change,
said William Bitting, the railroad's

Changing the zoning would
result in eminent domain condem-
nation proceedings, which "have a
tendency to go all the way,” he said.

The Belt Line rail yard is located
south of Marina Village, bound by
Atlantic Avenue and Sherman Street
on the north and east. The southern
boundary is defined by rear property

from medium-density residen-
tial and general industry to open
space. The petition asks that the
question be placed on the ballot, not
approved by council, a point raised
by Councilwoman Johnson.

A 1999 bid by Pleasanton-based
Sun Country Developers was re-
portedly in the $15 million to $22 mil-
lion range.

Pending lawsuits over ownership
of the Belt Line complicate the own-
ership picture, In 1999, the city gave
natice of its intention to buy the land
based on the 1924 agreement that
created the railroad. The railroad
sued to prevent the city’s bargain
basement purchase, and the city
counter-sued, alleging that the rail-
road intends to break the old con-
tract.

1f the courts decide Sun Country
has a legal right to buy the
on the open market and the city has
zoned the land for open space, the
developer would likely seek damages.

development in the " he said.
“In 1958 there was no for com-
puter stores in the ing ordi-

sider a Park Street sit
In other business, the council

unanimously:

W Elected Al DeWitt as vice
mayor.
B Approved extensjon of the

tto said.

agreement with No Ecumeni-
cal Homes and First lic Bank
for the Community

Appreciation (CASA)

ship program until the end of 2001

The CASA program makes silent
second and third mortgages to low-
and moderate-income households to
purchase a home.

W Accepted the city's Compre-
hensive Annual Fi Report for
the fiscal year ending June 30, the
auditor's reparts on parking citation
processing, compliance with state
mandated appropriation limits and
appropriate usage of county trans-
portation funds.

W Accepted the audit report for
two pension plans, which have no
contributing members and no funds,
for the year ending June 30. The 54
million annual benefit cost is borne
by the general fund.

B Approved amendments to the
agreement that an invest-
ment pool the city uses for short-
term deposits.

tions with Atlantic Avenue and Ma-
rina Village Parkway.

B Delegated authority to execute
certain agreements with Caltrans for
federal- or state-funded transporta-
tion projects to the city manager or
his designee. The City Council will
still authorize project applications,
matching funds, approve final plans
and specifications, authorize call for
bids, award the contract and accept
final work.

B Authorized the purchase three
dump trucks and three pickup
trucks.

B Increased rates at the Chuck
Corica Golf Complex as approved
by the Golf Commission.

W Installed Council members Al
DeWitt and Barbara Kerr, City Au-
ditor Kevin Kearney and City Trea-
surer Kevin Kennedy

B Commended Lewis Hurwitz for
his 15 years of service as the City
Treasurer.

W Removed from the agenda a
proposal to authorize the city man-
ager to execute an amendment to
the funding agreement for the Cross
Airport Roadway project at the rec-
ommendation of city staff. The Port
of Oakland and the city are still in
negotiations regarding timing and
financial responsibility in the amend-
ment.

Hanks

FROM PAGE Al4

spoil the movie's outcome for viewers.
The emotional payoff of the movie, he
says, is not Chuck's triumphant and
daring escape from the island, but
rather what happens when those two
people, who love each other so much,
are at long last standing in the same
room together again.

‘The aforementioned volleyball
wasmmeoﬁ’medmmorsoFedEx

represented

Hanks had t0 a fellow ac-
tor. Chuck dubs the ball “Wilson,”
pmmsafmunnammﬂ(stnunsnr
it were a person. But other than that,
there's no one to share dialogue with,
o ONe 10 react to,

One thing he had going for him was
mmﬁﬁmmwrm

shot, the sand was hot, the rocks he
walks on were jagged and the waves
that toss him around are very real, It
wasn't hard to look daunted,
because he was. On a maovie
there'd be much downtime between
takes, in “Cast Away,” minimal equlp-
‘ment (no lights, no dollies) and no
co-stars meant Zemeckis ouuld Eo
quickly from one scene to another.
Hanks didn't have a trailer to retreat
to on Monu-riki. At dusk held board &

Later, the crew stayed on two
small eruise ships offshore of Monu-
iy

b
enough. You know how it is when
you're on vacation and you think, ‘Oh,
ldhk:wupenabookxlaremmand
here forever’ but then hv the 10th

T T —
Hanukkah

‘There is no evidence that the his-

torical foundation for Hanukkah, the

rededication of the temple by the

their victory over the

Syrians, happened in the winter

E“Uf'r"ﬂ?l! according to Rabbi Alan Ben-
!

Yet the holiday, with eight nights
of candle-lighting, occurs each year
near the solstice.

“There’s no doubt in my mind of
the coincidence of this holiday with
the solstice,” Bennensmd “Officially
there’s no connection.”
ud"l‘h;ﬁmahnuudnyswnnhuf

in the temple that lasted eight days
dmsn'thnvemmhmg to do with the
solstice, Bennett said. The temple was
always dnrkmdpeopleneeded light
any time of the year to see what they
were doi;

ing.

“When folks decided to make a
holiday to recall this event, the oil
lamp was what they needed to reded-
icate the temple,” he said.
Santa Lucia Day

No one is quite sure why Lucia, a
4th century Sicilian saint, came to be
so revered in Sweden. Some say she
once visited the country, and others
believe missionaries brought stories
of her life which entranced the
Swedish le. Santa Lucia is cele-
brated in Sweden and Norway on De-
cember 13.

A girl dressed in white with can-

by as-

University at Long
The holiday has its lﬂ\mxutpon;
enhancement of revelutior soci
change for Black Americans ar
awareness of exploitation during tt
Christmas season, the lack of ¢
African-American holiday and reco
nection with traditional ways of lif
Kwanzaa is a cultural holiday, avai
able to and practiced by Africans (
all religious faiths.
There is a festival and feast eac
of the seven nighis of Kwanzaa. Fan
ily and friends unite around the tabl
Seven candles — three green, thre
red and a black one in the center -
form the centerpiece. Each night en
phasizes one principle — unity, se
determination, collective work an
reupombnhty, cooperative econon
ics, purpose, creativity and faith.
The candles are llshled in st
quence, adding one each night.

nid crfAi ‘
mesupermte lent ameda Un
fied School It's & re-affirm:
hmﬂ'ﬁlyﬂuwllly)lhmughlhanm
year, living around the principles.”
Christmas
Scholars disagree on the month ¢
Jesus’ birth, but most believe thy
(Christmas ocours in December becaus
lstice fes

dles on her head, S
sistants cn:rymg candles, serves S-
saffron rolls, hot chocolate and

itis an
tivals.

Anhmghweclmﬂ know when as
the skies,

ats
N visitors,
sremdm,g in the doorway against a

owy background, sing “Santa Lu-
c|a and Swedish folk songs,

The celebration continues at schools,
where students eat the same foods. In
the evening, teenagers gather again at
friends’ homes and sing again.

“Santa Lucia Day has lots of light
in a very, very dark time of the year,”
said Alameda accountant Lars Hans-
son, who lived in Sweden until 20
years ago. He hasn't celebrated Lucia
Dav since he has lived in America.

12 days of Christmas are based in |

of the solstice, sai
LanySchuleasrurul First Congre
gational Church,

‘The sun comes up one minute late
each day leading up to Christmas. “Th
25th is the first day that minute come
back,” he said. The evenings dor't star
getting longer until Jan. 6 — Twelft]

Night.

Light overcoming darkness is at th
center of many Christmas tradition:
and tions, from the star of Beth
Ieham ta an aria in Handel's Meccial



