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Author reveals
that criminals
aren't alone

By
STAFF WRITER

wwwmschoica.com

US. Supreme Court had just Mare Island
handed down a landmark decl- Naval Ship-
slon to desegregate public yard.

schools in Brown vs. Board of Bur as race
Education. It was a fluke thal in - riois broke

Burrls' case, the court’s deci-
sion had l).'ul(ﬂr('d. He under-
had

out on college
campuses
h 3 the

stood "
happened, lml he wasnt sure

MONDAY November 15, 1999

for poor treatment of minori-
ties.

In his recently published first
book, “Blue vs. Black.” Burris
chronicles cases from his career
in which black men and women
said they were brutalized by po-
lice. Most take place n Oak-

. I

1960s, Burris luding such high-profile

whal it was. became  deter- \mdmt: as (he bedlam at

John Burris was one of the  Now an attorney lving in  mined 1o fight Bu 1994's Festival at the Lake and

only black children at his Val-  Oakland, Burris grew up with police bru- the beating of Acorn Community

lejo elementary school. but it (he Civil Rights Movement ex- tality. After stinis as a . Center director Darrell
mever occurred (o him this was  ploding around him. He fell ecutor in Chicago and in Hampion in 1990,

unusual unil he was (rans- rather insulated from it all Alameda © % B Ui“ 1 wanted to show the general

ferred to an all-black school Jving in workingclass Vallejo, m ounty. Burris Bl a 0 iation that & lot of ordi-

across lown where folks of all colors worked Private practice from his desire nary. good people are victimized

The year was 1954, and the side by side at the now-closed 1o hold the sysiem accouniable by ihe police and get past the

OPEN SPACE

into open and park space.

Call for open space
where trains once ran

By Leslie
STAFF WRITER

ALAMEDA Jean Sweeney lived on
the Island for more 25 years before
taking her first walk along the railroad
tracks at the old beltline property.

“I was blown over.” Sweeney said of the
evening stroll she took with her husband
along the desolate plot last October, “It
was absolutely gorgeous.”

That momenious first impression
marked the beginning of what has become
a year-long fight to ward off developers by
getting volers 1o sign a petition declaring
the land open space.

With a number of new housing develop-
ments already in place and several more

| in the works on the Island. Sweeney and

Alamedan Jean Sweeney has gathered more than 4,

Petition targets Alameda

other Alamedans fear that open space
may cease 10 exist.

On _average, East Bay communitics
have 3.4 acres of parks and open space
per 1,000 people. Sh'!ﬂlt} said. In Ala-
meda, that number s only about 1.3
acres per 1,000 people.

Sweeney spent hundreds of hours re-
searching the subject and working with an
auorney to write the initiative. She says
she wants 1o assure the land remains a
space for children to play, plants to thrive
and antmals 1o roam.

“Alamedans usually have to drive miles
for something lke this.” Sweene id
while walking along the old tracks. 1
can stand in the middie of the property
here and you don’t hear the traffic. You
can feel the serenity.”

Sweeney contends the railyard Is the
last significant open space in West Central
Mameda and that preservation of the 22

rr*u(r o Al
served whenever pmslblr she said. |
Californians are able (0 get measures
not proposed by their elected representa-
(ves on the ballot through an mnitiative
process. They must get 10 percent of reg-
Istered voters to sign a petition and then a
majority of volers must pass il al election
time.
Sween
be pres
today.
There must be 3816 valid signatures
on the petition — 10 percent of Alameda's
registered voters — for it to qualify for the
November 2000 ballot, After the petition

s 4.200-signature petition will
nied to City Clerk Diane Felsch

Is submiticd, the eity clerk has 30 days o
examine the signatures.

Please see Beltline, LOCAL-3 {

Metro@home captures
design elements,

Store is located in

signs and contemporary styles
— created by influential foreign

styles

Jack London Square

David Scholz

STAFF WRITER

OAKLAND — With the devel:
opment of 1,100 new residences
expected just within the revita
lized Jack London Square dis
trict by late next year, Dwight
Jackson has visions of upscale
furnishings and various nick-
nacks finding their way into
many new hoime

Metrod hot
Washington

the foot of
along the

at
Street

commercial designers and local
arts,

The store Is an offshoot of
Metropolitan  Contract Group,
where Jackson serves as chiel
executive officer

Metroi home makes hard-io-
find tems from leading de-
signers accessible (o consumers
discriminating tastes.

The store strives 1o serve the
needs of “an ascending class™ of
consumer. sald Christ Surunis.
design

Jackson's partner an
i LOT

Visitors o Mo@hm are exposed to an array ﬂ' lhfl'l! cre-

mdhv

g and local art-

stereotypical view held
communities that brut
pens only 1o criminals,
said

Burris

But Mike Rains. a Pleasant
Hill-based attorney who often
represents police officers in al-
leged misconduct cases. said he
believes “Blue vs. Black™ paints
an unfair portrait of the Oak-
land Police Department. Over
the years, he has defended
many officers against Burris’
plaintiffs.

1 try 1o Jook at it as a citizen
1o get a pieture of what

police department is like,”
Rains said. “The picture 1 get

ding excerpts of this book is
this is a department that's
wracked with racism .. .°

Released In October by St
Martin'’s Press, the 240-page
book is mot intended to be
simply a collection of case histp-
ries. nor is it an indictment of
the Oakland Police Department,
Burris said. He hopes the cases
will be viewed as “pleces of a
puzzle” in an effort to relieve the
mistrust and misunderstanding
between police and the black
community,

Pleass see Police, LOCAL-3

Detectives
to analyze
online sex

Seminar
to inform
parents

Glenn
STAFF WRTER

PIEDMONT — Palice detect-
ives who track sexual predators
on the Internet will share their

t with parents
at a seminar here next month. *

“Doing these online investigy.

tons | has been a hig eve-opener
we've learned
Detective

e partner
Curtis Selseth have probed this
year. “We want (o teach people
ways 1o protect their children
on the Internet.”

Selseth and DeWarns will
host a computer safety seminar
at the Velerans Memorlal
Building in Piedmont beginning
at 7 p.m. Dec. 2, The seminar is
resiricled (o adults because de-
tectives plan 1o log into Internet
chat rooms (o illusiraie the
kinds of lascivious overiures
that are directed at children
who use computers.

To best gauge the size of the
room needed for the seminar,
people are asked to call the de-
tectives to reserve a seat for the
presentation. DeWarns or Sel-
seth can be reached at 420-
3015 or 420-3013.

pil B

We are gettung into the hol-
iday season. with people gut
buying new computers for
homes with children,” DeWaens
said. “We can give people n-
formation on technology and
software (o enhance parental
control and guard against ¥i-

uses.

In July, DeWarns and Seiséth
arrested Jason Astorio of San
Jose and John Joseph Costello
Jr. of San Ramon after they al-

Iy used an Internet dlal

room lo arrange trysts wil
pemn they believed to be n

teen-age  Pledmont girl. “She”
was actually DeWarns. who had
mw'nﬂ-‘ under (he e, ol
a young

Astoria  had 10
bring a rose (o a rendezvous on
July 17, but showed up Instead
with a bag cor condoms,
according to investigators who
took him into custody.
Costello sent DeWarns a
scanned pieture of himsell on
the deck of a sailboat before ar-
ranging 10 meet the Imaginary
girl, the detective sald.

During an appearance (in
Qakland Superior Court last
week, Astorfa, 25, pleaded

guilty to one felony count of
sending harmful matter to a
child, DeWarns said. The plea
was negotiated with county
prosecutors, Astorta s 1o ap-
pear for sentencing Jan. 21.
Alameda County prosecutors
opted not to pursue the case
against Coslello and dismissed

Please see Online, LOCAL-3

Political organization

mobilizing
Asian Americans
aim at greater
visibility in election
e

Nearly every day. Adam Chou
sits down (o hls home computer
in Fremont and launches a
flurry of e-mailings

At‘L(l llr (uulll be making po-
litical

TI\ mmpulu systems. man:
ager is one of the many local or
ganizers of The 80.20 Initiative
an Asfan-American political ac-
tion group founded just last
year in Foster City.

an Americans.,
[ split thelr votes
Amum, Demaocrats and Republi-
ans, (o ally with one party In
2000 oresidential eleetion

who

online

As the first Asian-American
political group in cyberspace,
and perhaps the first political
group in cyberspace, the
zmu s potential Impact on next
election is heing watched
mllufaw ation,

“This 1s really
proach and we don’t know what
Is going to happen.” said David
Lee, executive director of the
Chinese-American Voters Edu-
ecation Commitiee, an organiza-
tion based in Cupertino and
San Francisco.

What remains o be seen “is
whether you can mave from cy-
berspace into the polling place,”
Lee said. “T think that’s some-
thing that's vet fo be seen.”

The group's name reflects
their goal: They'd like to see 80
percent of Asian Americans sink
their vote and contributions in
one party's candidate.

With endorsements and con-
tributions. the group plans to
reward the political party's can-

a novel ap-
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Tuesday

AA HAPPY HCUR GROUP — The Ad
Happy Hour Group hosts its book-study
P e o ;ﬂ Prmm
cossible, §:45 pm, First %
Chureh, 2001 Santa Clara Ave., B33-8900.
M:’mmw EDUCATION —

# gpecial meeting al 7:30 pm., Als
meds High Schocl Limle Theater, 2200 Cen-
ral Ao,

ALAMEDA.CITY DOUNCIL — Tha Als-
meda City Coureil holds its raguler meating,
T30 pum., Councll Chambers, 2263 Santa
Clara Aive,, 748-4506,

ALAMEDA HEAD START — Provicss
chilren, ages 3 10 5, with classroom axperk
minmmlzww1bdmmu

Hosts free warkshop on ways 1o avoid the
cold and flu sezsan, 7 pam,, 1605 Webster
St, 5231200

MASTICK SENMOR CENTER — FPro-
G788, Bcthities and senaces for seniors 60
plus or disabled 50 and older; 8 am. 10 4
pm,, Thiift Shop, 10 am. 1o 2 pm, 115
Sants Cars Ave., 7284587,

= Child labor. environmental Meeung
America,

safety and labor rights top the
list of issues Northern Cali-
fornia congressional delegates
A ‘:’D liadﬂnl;l;'r this month at
the Worl & tion
summit in Seattle, ol e

While some members, like
Rep. George Miller, D-Martinez,
will be part of an appointed bi-

round of and also
debate the rules COmMmerce
between countries in the coming
century,

About 50 house members are

on the advisory group. which
consists of delegates who have
had a long interest in the global

Police: Burris saluted
for human rights work

Continued from LOCAL-1

Burris believes police must

let down their authorilarian

and show the public their

side, which means ad-

mitting when they make mis-
takes.

“You have all these police offi-
cers who are human, and much
of what they're doing is inter-
ar:uug with people. S0 you ex-

kes o be made — 1o

m., Frst
Clarl A, 522-6180 or 5230367,
PAINE WEBBER — Hests fran
megw seminar at 12 p.m, 1364 Park SL
BB4-5350.

Wednesday

AA HAPPY HOUR GROUP — The AA
Hagoy Hour Group hosts its  ragulsr
meating, non-smaking end wheelchair-ac-
cassbw, 545 pm. First szmmn
Church, 2001 Santa Clars Ave,, 8398900,
ALAMEDA HISTURIC;‘L MUSEUN —

Open 1:30 10 4 pm, Aameds Ave,
821123

RECREATION AND PARK DE-
PARTMENT — cved Kickball League
for first, ‘gracars beginning

mrlshuman
AL the close of the Q..
Stmpson trial, when pundits

began dissecting the events that
led to Simpson's, acquittal,
Burris was called upon by print
and television media to lend his
expertise. He said al the time
that the black commanity's
strained relationship with police
prevented a guilty iet. He
still finds it a powerful example
today.

“They understood police were
capable of lying. plantl I

- dence, messing with evi

The white community couldn't
even fathom that” he said.
“Both are functions of our own
il ‘Angeles police Officer
Mark] Furman muldn‘: trust

the black . He was
unwilling to look um) in ﬂ:d
eye and

word, And if

1o see.”

A new commitment (o ex-
ploring such phenomena as
“dri while black” is the re-
sult of -profile cases that in-

crease public awareness of
police misconduct. Burris sald.
He hopes the cases In his book
will help keep students. public
administrators and police offl-
cials moving along th

path.

1] couniries

to poor working

she sald. The con-

me also said she wants

the need to stop HIV/

A.IIDS epldemics In Africa as a
trade policy issue,

Lee will be financing her own.

She praised the World Trade
Organization, which along with
the Clinton administration has
been taking heat for limp atten-
tion to environmental and labor
issues. Labor leaders have been
calling for the WTO to impose
laws agamst child labor, forced
labor and workplace discrimi-
nation. Some also are pushing

catntry 1o spread around the
world.” she said, &

The event is expected to draw
more than 5.000 delegates and
as many as 50,000 demonstra-
tors. President Clinton and Vice
President Gore are likely to-at-
tend, as well as an unknown
number of other heads of state,

Beltline: Land will cost $1,000

Continued from LOCAL-1

“If they qualify, [ will certify
them and take the inftiative to
the City Council.” Felsch said.
The council can then decide
whether it wants to adopt the
measure. If not. the measure
goes on the ballot and requires
a majority vote (o pass,

The initiative is aimed at pro-
viding “land particularly sulted
for open space in a city that is
underse; by areas for park
and recreation ‘?urpuml and to
preserve a habital for unique
plant and animal life.”

The tract is just south of the
Martna Village Business Park.
rrlnged hé‘IConauluuon Way,

eet and Eagle and
Mlnulk‘ avenues, It was previ-
ously home to a
used by trains

iy compa-
nies on the northern waterfront
The property was on the

I Mil
tended to buy it I'or);an “esti-
mated $14.5 million (o bulld
150 B|‘|° %mwues
L s plans will
likely be halted by the clty. |:
icil passed

vt esprs

eXpr the clg
Intent to purch:::mtﬁe Alam
Belt Line Railroad,

That stemmed from Swee-
ney's discovery of a Dec. 15,
1924, agreement between Ala-
meda and a group of railroads
named the Alameda Belt Line.

The agreement stated that if
the clty sold the belt line, Ala-
meda could repurchase the
property in the future with a
year's notice and a sum equal to
the original cost, plus the cost
«of any and all additional invest-
‘ments and extensions.

“Jean found the document
that explained this agreement.”
said Vice Mavor Tony Daysog.
“Even Il 1 don't agree 100 per-
cenl with the open space intla-
tive, she should be commended
Tor finding it.”

The ordinance passed by the
council states that on Dec, 4,
2000, the city will purchase the
beltline railroad and its exten-
sions, making the city the legal
land owner, & i

Daysog estimated the cost 1o
the city will be around $1.000,
“We stand to make millions.”
Daysog said. “Evervone is al-
ready planning on what to do
with the money.

“But if the initiative s legally

approved by the mlzm it could
control the zoning of the prop-
erty no maltter who the owner
is.” sald Alameda City Attorney

ytors

pornography was alle-
gedly found on a home com-
pul.:r cunﬂsca(cd from Costello.
Postal

Fean nm hatl ne

Carol Korade.

The belt vard provides a nat-
ural link between the bike trails
from the ferry and Alameda
Point and those leading over, lic
Fruitvale Bridge to the Fruityale
BART station.

Current zoning of the prop-
erty is not exactly clear. but
Sweeney knows f it shifis (o
open space it "will prevent over-
crowding, promote esthetics
and enhance the guality of life
for all Alamedans.

“It will also reduce |rafﬁf rl
congestion and provide out
recreation for all citizens,”

“This is a chance for a ‘wa-
derful park like Golden Gatecor
Central Park,” Sweeney sau‘!.
“We could have trails, br
ponds and trees. Maybe
rose garden.”

Daysog said that having 22
acres as Open space seems ~a
litlle too rigid, and somewhere
berween 30 and 50 pereent
sounds more reasonable.” ¥

Sweeney points 1o a section
in Alameda’s general plan {pat
says the city should “work (0 &s-

tablish greenways on unuded
railroad rights-of- 1)
raln s.n'ccl(;t and Auanfic
venue. extending east throigh
the railroad yard to Shertian

Street.”

or other shared family room so
they can be aware of whais
trying to befriend their children.

Parems also can learn to aceess
- Bl L &3



